Research Paper Guidelines 
Your paper will be a case study examining a current human security crisis facing individuals or peoples within a country. You may choose any country not already examined in our assigned readings, even if the crisis is different. Thus, you need to select a country besides one of these: 
Afghanistan Brazil Canada China Guatemala 
Your paper will include a narrative, and 6 tables as illustrated in the UN’s Handbook of Human Security (Annex: Kenya) 
A. Mechanics 
· Submit your final research paper as a PDF under “Assignments” by the due date. 
· Single-space throughout, no extra spacing between paragraphs, indent at new paragraphs. 
· Minimum 1500 words, not including cover page, tables, reference list, any appendices. 
· 12-point Times New Roman font, 1-inch margins all around, number pages. 
· Organize paper with subheadings; provide a title for each table. 
· No quotations or direct copying of text. Paraphrase with parenthetical attribution within the body. 
· Avoid using encyclopedias like Wikipedia, blogs, commentaries/opinion pieces, unauthored and questionable 
websites, etc. Derive your information from a variety of credible sources such as media or government reports, the UN or some advocacy groups, academic materials like journal articles and books, some videos, etc.
If you are not sure a source is acceptable, email the link to the GA or professor to review well before the deadline. 
· Avoid using personal pronouns (I, me, my). Write authoritatively. 
B. Content 
1. Cover page (your name, date, title of paper) 
2. Introduction. Briefly identify the current human security crisis, the people(s) to whom it is affecting, and 
where it is occurring. Note if it is occurring throughout most of the country, or if it centers in a particular region or city. Keep in mind this should be a crisis that is happening now in 2020 and not an historical case. Briefly explain how this crisis is relevant to human security studies in general. 
3. Background. Provide context, historical background and some details of the crisis, much like the initial narrative portion in the Kenya case in the UN Handbook (p. 31-32). You are not analyzing the case at this point, but just pointing out some facts to orient the reader to the crisis. Briefly cite sources of your information within the text in parentheses instead of providing full titles and bibliographic info in the body. Examples: (BBC News, 2020) or (Smith and Jones, 2018, p. 18). 
4. Analysis. This section should be the largest portion of your paper. Explain that you are going to discuss components of the UN’s framework in three subsections to examine this complex case. Present tables as in 
the Kenya case, but summarize main points of each table with one or two paragraphs of descriptive narrative. 
1. (1)  Situational analysis 
Transition sentence or two to briefly explain what the situational analysis is meant to do. A. Measurements of the overall human security of the population 
(provide table using Kenya table as an example, then summarize table in a paragraph or two) B. Uncovering the root causes (same as above)
C. Impact of threats and their interrelation on different components of human security (same as above) 
2. (2)  Mappingneeds,vulnerabilitiesandcapabilities.
Transition sentence or two to briefly explain what mapping needs is meant to do.
D. Human security framework for needs/vulnerability and capacity analysis (same as above) 
3. (3)  Development of Human Security Strategies
Transition sentence or two to briefly explain what developing strategies is meant to do. E. Protection and empowerment framework (same as above)
F. Building protection and empowerment strategies (same as above) 
	India
Iran
Israel Kenya Macedonia 
	Malawi Mexico Nigeria Pakistan Palestine 
	Philippines Russia South Africa U.S. Zimbabwe 


(continued....) 
5. Conclusion. Summarize above analysis of the current human security crisis. What are prospects for resolving some or all of the threats faced by these people(s)? Which may be easier to mitigate than others? Why? How do these insecurities compare with some other cases we have studied in class?
Provide your own commentary about human security in general that is informed by this case study. 
6. 7. 
References. Include full bibliographic info. See bottom of syllabus with its reference list as an example.
the paper. Feel free to adopt a citation style of your preference (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.), just be consistent. 
Appendices. Include any maps, photos, etc. you would like to add. Do not insert these into the body of the paper but include after the References. Remember to include sources of these materials in the References. 
Assessment: The following rubric will be used to grade your paper. Paper worth total of 25 points. Late submission: See syllabus for late policy. 
Research Paper Rubric 
	Points 
	Component 
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	Degree to which... 

	4 
	Human security crisis (introduction and context) 
	Identifies and accurately describes current human security issues faced by specific people(s) in a country or region of a country. Uses sufficient info from multiple and reliable media sources and other references to support context/background of the crisis. 

	12 
	Analysis 
	Content organized in three subsections, each with relevant table(s). In-depth discussion of each table provides clear basis of interpretation, leads to logical conclusion. References for information are cited. 

	3 
	Implications, consequences (conclusion) 
	Concludes with significant, insightful, in-depth implications of analysis. 

	2 
	References, attribution 
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	Includes appropriate in-text attributions, no quotes. Reference list includes appropriately and fully cited materials. 

	2 
	Organization, clarity, format 
	Meets/exceeds minimal length. Organized with clear transitions, easy to read, formatted as prescribed, i.e. single-space, numbered pages, etc. 

	2 
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Grammar, punctuation, spelling/typos 
	Few-to-no errors in appearance and readability of paper. 


25-23 pts = A (exemplary)
22-20 pts = B (good)
19-18 pts = C (satisfactory)
17-15 pts = D (below satisfactory) >15 pts = F (unsatisfactory) 
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